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Each brought whatever he possessed and they owned things
in common, like members of a single family. In fact, Jesus
himself warned them against the dangers of having private
property, and advised them to have as few possessions as
possible.

An event now happened which led to the spread of his
teachings far and wide, and also to considerable modifications
in them. In Jerusalem there lived a certain young Jew, who
had come from a city called Tarsus, in the south part of Asia
Minor. His name was SAUL, or, in Latin, PAULUS or PAUL.
He was a Roman citizen though a Jew (just as a Hindu
can be a British citizen), and he had come to Jerusalem
to study Jewish Law under some of the best teachers there.
He was a well educated man; he knew Greek, and had
studied the works of the various philosophers of Alexandria,
which was, as we have seen, the chief centre of learning
in those times. He was very enthusiastic about the Jewish
Law that he was studying, and he was extremely shocked
at hearing that there were people, calling themselves fol-
lowers of a man named Jesus, who were trying to set up a
rule of life which violated the Jewish Law, So he did his
best to suppress the followers of Jesus. Not content with
doing this in Jerusalem, he took permission from the leaders
of the Jews of that city, to go to the important city of
Damascus, in Syria, and carry on the work of persecuting
the followers of Jesus who were preaching there. He was
actually on his way to Damascus when a strange thing
happened to him. He was suddenly struck blind by an
intense flash sof light, and, while he was lying on the
ground, unable to see, he heard a voice, saying: fSaul,
Saul, why persecutest thou me?' Trembling, Saul asked,
'Who art thou, Lord?' and the voice answered: *I am
Jesus whom thou persecutest.' Then Saul asked what he
should do, and the voice told him to go on to Damascus
where he would be" told what to do. Still blind, he was
led into Damascus. In the meantime one of the followers
of Jesus in that city had also had a vision in which he was
told to go to, a particular house, where he would find Saul,